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Crip Camp 

It’s been an extraordinary experience to get a sense of 

that there are incredible stories out there that aren’t the 

– Jim LeBrecht, Co-Director of Crip Camp
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Feature documentary Crip Camp et   d rected and roduced y co e 
e n am and m e rec t  roduced y ara o der and e ecut e roduced y 
re dent arac  ama and c e e ama  o er  an em o er n  e am e o  

a or d c a  co a orat e m roduct on o e met odo o e  en ured d a ed 
nc u on and acce   and or audiences. 

n u ed t  t e r t o  t e d a ty mo ement  mantra  “Nothing About 
 t e m  a n cant m e tone n d a ty re re entat on

and nc u on and attracted o a  d tr ut on on et  and cr t ca  acc a m  
F mma er  and m art c ant  t  d a t e  are em o ered to te  t e r o n 
tor e  t  aut ent c ty  o et er t ey create an enterta n n  and un er a  ece 

o  c nema  eatur n  a ay u  and nuanced re re entat on o  a ued e  n turn  
t ey c a en e and a e att tude  to ard  a um t on  a out and e ectat on  
o  d a ed eo e n t e or d  

Collaboration
n e ent a  com onent o  t e or n  et o  on Crip Camp a  a co a orat on 

t at a ued e eryone  e ert e   a  u t on tru t  ma n  t e t me and 
ace to e e ate e eryone  o ce  and en ur n  t at t e need  o  e eryone on 

t e team  et er connected to d a ty or not  ere e come n t e or n  
en ronment  co e and m ad a ready co a orated on e era  m  to et er m 
a  a ound de ner and m er on co e  m  and co e a  an a ard nn n  
d rector e er enced n or n  e u ta y t  mar na ed commun t e  e r co
d rect n  artner  rou t e eryone   et  to t e ore and ena ed o er u  
nteract on  t  m art c ant  

 tru t n  co a orat on a o em o ered t e co d rector  to na ate t e 
demand  o  ot  co d rect n  a m and one o  t em eatured n t  

 roce  o  tru t u d n  and co a orat on demon trate  t e r c ne  t at 
toryte n  orm  can ta e en t o e t  ed e er ence are n en or o t on  

on roduct on  

Nicole Newnham
said [during her interview], ‘This is really nice. It’s really nice to be interviewed 
by a director who has a disability.’ He wasn’t going to ask her to put her shoes 
on and get out of bed on camera, or any of that bit of Othering that often goes 
on when we non-disabled people try to show people with disabilities and how 
they live. It was about the way Jim was looking at the world.”

Nicole Newnham  “We were completely capable of having both these very 

structure conversations, and as a co-director, Jim was a part of putting on 
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m o er n  eo e t  d a t e  and eo e rom ot er mar na ed 
er ect e  to te  t e r o n tory a  em edded n t e a ue  and act on  o  

t e Crip Camp ed tor a  team  and d rect y ene ted t e toryte n  dynam c  e 
mma er  or ed t  arc e oota e ca tured y e eo e  deo eatre 

dur n  t e day  o  t e cam  and co a orated t  e endary act t and cam er 
udy eumann and e era  ot er cam er  and cam  ta  e ore  dur n  and 

a ter m n

Nicole Newnham: “We kept having screenings to the disability community. We 
would caption and audio describe cuts during the editing process so that 
we could show them to folks and get back impressions from people with 
disabilities. And we really accepted that it was not going to be done until we 

an ‘inspiration porn’ way of seeing the story, or into ‘Oh God, tragedy’. So we 

sauce’ became emotional complexity. So we were going for a ‘laughing through 
your tears’ kind of a feeling. Things that were so complex that they could 
feel true and authentic. Because I think unfortunately a lot of people’s brains 
have been worn down or just co-opted by the paucity of authentic disability 
representation and the tropes that the media serves up.

“We just kept, kind of like a sculpture, honing away at it until we felt we had 
something that was an authentic representation of the experiences and we had 
got to those truths.” 
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Accessibility 
n n  a out acce ty n term  o  y ca  arr er  a  m ortant t rou out 

t e mma n  roce  and t e team en ured t at e eryone  nc ud n  ee c a r 
u er  cou d et to and rom ocat on  or nter e  oot  and o t roduct on  

 a  an m ortant con derat on dur n  mma n  ut a o t rou out t e 
roce  o  d tr ut on  e t a  a ard  y ca  acce   cruc a  to a  e ent  t at 

are m ortant to a m  e cyc e  

e team at et  or ed roact e y t  t e mma er  to u ort t e o t c  
o  attend n  t e m  or d rem ere at undance F m Fe t a   t e at ona  

ty entre  ro ded acce e tran ortat on to t e m  ca t dur n  t e 
e t a  n no y ar  ty  ta  and t e m e t a  con dered t e acce  need  o  

Crip Camp  ca t and cre  

Jim LeBrecht: “At Sundance, they removed chairs to make sure that the cinema 

night, and the whole team was able to fully embrace the experience because it 
wasn’t being held back from people on the team with disabilities.” 
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Accessible deliverables
e e er ence o  cra t n  acce e de era e  centred around en a n  t  t e 

d a ed commun ty on a ro r ate an ua e u e  a  e  a  nd n  creat e ay  to 
cra t r c  aud o de cr t on and ca t on n  o t at t e e acce ty eature  ou d 
urt er en ance t e e er ence o  t e m and t  c aracter  rou  or n  t  

t e commun ty and t  t e cr t  or ca t on n  and  t e mma er  ere a e 
to ca ture nuance  t at m t ot er e a e een m ed

Nicole Newnham: “[Captions were] something we experimented with a lot 

standard subtitle treatment with the folks who have Disability Affected Speech 
was frustrating, because often the sentence would come up on the screen and 
then the punchline of the joke or the thing that they were saying would happen 

the way that our characters were speaking in real-time. We also felt that the 
way those particular characters spoke was very poetic and powerful and we 
wanted to honour that. It was Lauren Schwartzman, our associate producer, 
who started playing around with something that looks a little bit more like beat 
poetry, moving the placement around so that your eye didn’t have to always 
go down to the bottom of the screen, and it’s lifted up so you’re able to see 
what we think was the most important thing in the frame more easily. That’s 
how that evolved.”
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 ma or tart n  o nt or Crip Camp  m act trate y a  a ed around a n  
eo e n d a ty act m  o  do you t n  t  m cou d e mo t u e u  
rou  r n  e er enced d a ed ta ent and en a n  t  t e d a ed 

commun ty and t  a e  rom t n  t e m act trate y et t  oa  to romote 
under tand n  o  d a ty a  a oc a  u t ce ue and u d re at on  acro  
ne  o  d erence  ey r or t ed our ma n e ement  eader  de e o ment  

commun ty and cro mo ement u d n  educat on and ca ac ty u d n  or 
eo e t  and t out d a t e  

e er e  o  on ne or o  t at t ey o ted on ne dur n   on ar ou  
to c  urround n  d a ty nc ud n  nter ect ona  mo ement or  a  attended 

y o er  eo e nc ud n  re dent arac  ama  

ndra a a ant  ounder o  a ant on u t n  c  ec a e  n e n  rand  
ea  d a ty t  con dence  and Crip Camp on u tant and m act roducer  

“We have a lot of work to do as a society in terms of representation. I’ve always 

disabilities have never been before.”



20

t ou  Crip Camp  a d a ed ed m and t centre  around t e e er ence  
o  eo e t  d a t e  t ere ere n tance  n c  t e team a  t  earn n  
a out e t ract ce or acce ty and nc u on  and t ey d dn t a ay  et t r t 
t e r t t me  For e am e  t e de ce  ro d n  c o ed ca t on  or dea  e er  
ma unct oned at t e m  econd undance creen n  and an o en ca t oned 
co y o  t e m adn t yet een made to u e a  an a ternat e  For a  mma er  t  
m ortant to ac no ed e t at earn n  ourney  and reco n e t at e en no n  
a u ect r t and and or n  t n a commun ty  e can t  ma e m ta e  t 

undance  et  u orted t e ur ent creat on o  an o en ca t oned co y o  t e 
m  n act  t e o en ca t oned er on  at  aud ence  e er enced once t 
a  a a a e  n t  ay  t e Crip Camp team ere a e to n e t e en more dee y 

n acce ty eature  or t e m  re ea e o n  or ard  

 ne  o  t e m  re ea e tarted to c rcu ate  t e team rece ed an ema  rom 
an nternat ona y no n ea nd act t a n   t ere ou d e a tran cr t t at 
cou d e do n oaded o t at t  commun ty cou d e er ence Crip Camp  t out 

n n  an eye  et  a reed to create t  and o o ened u  t e m to an e en 
der aud ence
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ne o  t e mo t m ortant ta ea ay  or t e team or n  on Crip Camp a  
a  co d rector m ut  t   not no  ne er  e mma er  ere a are t at 
t ey ou d ne ta y come u  a a n t eo e  a  and omet me  a e t ay  o  
ee n  d a ty  o t ey ere roact e a out e n  t e moment or u  ty 

and re re entat on t  t  m  and t ey u t artner  t  u orter  e 
et  er round roduct on on u t n  ncommon and undance 

n t tute  o ere ready to o n t em n u n  t rou  arr er  at a t

Disability rights activist Judy Heumann: 

people and people with disabilities, visible and invisible, to recognise the 
power of story and how this can help make reforms that are so desperately 

Visibility




